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West  Ben. 
Aa  XXI 
of L 953. 


Act  vor 
1S98, 


© 

West  Bengal  Act  XX  of  1953' 

THE  CITY  SESSIONS  COURT  ACT,  1953. 


Amended 


~ West  Ben.  Act  XXVI  or  1956. 
West  Ben.  Act  XXI  of  1964. 
West  Ben.  Act  XXXHI  of  1969 
West  Bfcn.  Aci  XXXI  of  1975. 
West  Ben.  Act  XXXVIII  of  1 980, 


[1  si  September,  1953.] 

Ah  Act  to  establish  a Court  of  Session  for  the  Presidency-town  of 
Calcutta. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  establish  a Court  of  Session  for  the 
Presidency- lown  of  Calcutta; 

It  is  hereby  enacted  os  follows: — 

1.  (1)  This  Act  may  be  called  the  City  Sessions  Court  Act,  1953. 

(2)  It  shall  come  into  force3  on  the  same  date  on  which  the  City  Civil 
Court  Act,  1953,  corues  into  force. 


2.  In  this  Act,  unless  there  is  anything  repugnant  in  the  subject  or 
context, — 

(1)  "Chief  Judge1'  means  the  Chief  Judge  of  the  City  Sessions 
Court,  appointed  under  sub-section  ( 1)  of  section  4; 

(2)  "City  Civil  Court’1  means  the  Court  established  under  section 
3 of  the  City  Civil  Court  Act,  1953; 

(3)  "City  Sessions  Court”  means  the  Court  established  under 
section  3; 

(4)  "High  Court"  means  the  High  Court  at  Calcutta; 

3+  * * * * * 

3*  * * * * * 

(7)  "the  Code"  means  die  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure,  1898. 

3.  (1)  The  State  Government  may,  by  notification  in  the  Official 
Gazette , establish4  for  the  Presidency- town  of  Calcutta  a Court  of  Session 
lo  be  called  the  City  Sessions  Court. 


'For  Si  arc  men  i of  Objects  and  Reasons,  see  ihe  Calcutta  Gazette.  Extraordinary,  dale  d 
the  3 1 si  March,  1953,  Part  1VA,  page  4 68;  for  proceedings  ofihcWcsl  Bengal  Legislative 
Assembly,  *er  the  proceedings  of  ihc  meelings  of  ihe  West  Bengal  Legislative  Assembly  held 
on  the  5ih  and  6lh  May,  1 953:  and  for  proceedings  ofihe  West  Bengal  Legislative  Council,  see 
i he  proceedings  of  the  meeting  of  ihe  Wcsi  Bengal  Legislative  Council  held  on  the  J 2ih  May. 
1953. 

:This  Act  was  brought  imo  force  with  clTcci  from  ihe  same  date  on  which  ihc  Ciiy  Civil 
Court  AcU  953  came  inio  force,  vide  sec.  1 (2)  of  ihis  Aci , The  Jailer  Ac L came  into  force  on 
ihe  23rd  Fchroary.  t-957,  vide  fooi-noic  2 on  page  403,  pint , 

'Clauses  (5)  and  (6)  were  omiued  by  s .2  of  ihe  City  Sessions  Court  (Amendment)  Aci, 
1969  (West  Ben.  Aci  XXXIII  of  1969). 

4Thc  Ciiy  Sessions  Court  was  established  wilh  efTed  From  ihe  23rd  February,  1957,  vide 
n oli  fical  ion  No.  J 059- J . , d aicd  ihe  1 4 ih  Fcbru  ary*  1 957 , of  ih  e J ud  i e i al  Depan  menu  puhl  is  hed 
in  ihe  Calcutta  Gazette,  Extraordinary,  of  ihe  20ih  February.  1957,  Pan  J.  page 
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The  City  Sessions  Court  Act ( 1953. 


(Sections  4-9 J 


[West  Ben.  Act 


(2 ) The  City  Sessions  Coun  shall  be  deemed  io  be  a Court  subordinate 
lo  and  subject  to  the  superintendence  of  the  High  Court  within  ihe 
meaning  of  the  Letters  Patent  for  the  High  Court  and  of  the  Code. 

4,  (1)  There  shall  be  appointed  a Chief  Judge  of  the  City  Sessions 
Court  and  as  many  other  Judges  of  that  Court  as  the  Slate  Government 
thinks  fit. 

(2)  The  Chief  Judge  of  the  City  Civil  Court  and  the  other  Judges 
of  that  Court  may  be  appointed  in  addition  to  their  duties  in  that  Court 
as  the  Chief  Judge  and  the  other  Judges  of  the  City  Sessions  Court, 

5.  For  the  purposes  of  Lhe  Code,  the  Presidency-town  of  Calcutta 
shall  be  deemed  lo  be  a sessions  division  and  a district,  the  City  Sessions 
Court  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a Court  or  Session  established  for  such 
sessions  division,  and  the  Chief  Judge  and  the  other  Judges  or  the  City 
Sessions  Coun  shall  be  deemed  respectively  to  be  the  Sessions  Judge 
and  the  Additional  Sessions  Judges  appointed  for  such  Court  of  Session; 
and  save  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  Acl  all  the  provisions  of  the  Code 
shall  apply  accordingly. 

* * * * * 

* * * * * 

(3)  **  * * * * all  matters 

in  respect  of  which  the  City  Sessions  Court  has  no  jurisdiction,  shall 
be  tried,  dealt  with  or  disposed  of  as  if  this- Act  had  not  been  passed. 

7-  [{Committal} — Omitted  by  the  City  Sessions  Court  (Amendment) 
Act , 1969  (West  Ben.  Act  XXXIIi  of  1969).] 

8.  [{High  Court  not  to  try  certain  cases.) — Omitted  by  the  City 
Sessions  Court  (Amendment)  Act.  1969  (West  Ben . Act  XXXIII  of  1969).] 

9,  [(Trials  before  the  City  Sessions  Court  lobe  by  jury.) — Omitted 
by  the  City*  Sessions  Court  (Amendment)  Act.  1975  ( West  Ben.  Act  XXI 
of  1975).  | 


^ub-seciiont  J)  wusomiHcdbys.  2 ortho  City  Sessions  Coun  (Amendment)  Act,  1975 
(West  Ben,  Acl  XXXI  or  1975). 

:Sub-seciion  (2)  was  omilttd  by  s.  3f  1)  orihc  City  Sessions  Court  (Amendment)  Act,  l%9 
(West  Ben.  Acl  XXXIII  or  1969). 

'The  words  and  figures  "Subject  lo  Ihe  provisions  of  sections  7 and  were  omitted 
by  s 1(2),  ibid 


The  City  Sessions  Court  Act r 1953. 


389 


XX  of  1953.] 


(Sections  10-14.) 


10,  (1)  The  Slate  Government  shall  appoint  a person  lo  be  the 

Registrar  of  the  City  Sessions  Court, 

(2)  The  State  Government  shall  Tix  Lhc  number  of  clerks  and  other 
ministerial  officers  for  the  City  Sessions  Court.  The  appointment  of  such 
clerks  and  other  ministerial  officers  shall  be  made  by  the  State 
Government  or,  if  in  any  class  or  classes  of  cases  the  State  Government 
so  directs,  by  the  Chief  Judge. 

(3)  The  Registrar  and  any  clerk  or  other  ministerial  officer  may  be 
common  to  the  CiLy  Civil  Court  and  the  City  Sessions  Court. 

(4)  The  Chief  Judge  shall  have  administrative  control  over  the 
Registrar  of  the  City  Sessions  Court,  and  the  clerks  and  ministerial  officers 
referred  to  in  sub-section  (2),  and  may  frame  regulations  prescribing  the 
duties  of  such  Registrar,  clerks  and  ministerial  officers. 

11-  [1)  The  Chief  Judge  shall,  before  the  commencement  of  each 

year,  draw  up  a list  of  holidays  and  vacations  lo  be  observed  in  the  City 
Sessions  Court,  and  shall  submit  the  same  for  the  approval  of  Lhc  High 
Court. 

(2)  Such  list,  when  it  has  received  such  approval,  shall  be  published 
in  the  Official  Gazette  and  the  said  holidays  and  vacations  shall  be 
ohserved  accordingly. 

12.  (I)  All  persons  entered  as  ottomcys-at-law  on  the  roll  of  the 
High  Court  shall  be  entitled  to  act  and  plead  in  the  City  Sessions  Court. 

(2)  The  provisions  of  sub-section  (1)  shall  be  in  addition  to  and  not 
in  derogation  of  any  law  entitling  a person  to  act  and  plead,  or  to  plead, 
as  the  case  may  be,  in  rhe  City  Sessions  Court. 

13.  The  City  Sessions  Court  shall  use  a seal  of  such  form  and 
dimension  as  may,  for  the  time  being,  be  ‘prescribed  by  the  State 
‘Government. 

14.  (1)  The  High  Court  may,  from  time  to  time,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Governor,  make  rules'  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act. 

]For  noli  fi  cation  directing  that  the  appointment  of  the  clerks  and  other  ministerial  officers 
attached  to  the  City  Civil  Court  or  the  City  Sessions  Coun  shall  be  made  by  the  Chief  Judge. 
,ver  notification  No.  7 IQS  JM  dated  It  .8.59,  published  in  the  Calcutta  Gazette  of  1959.  Pan  1, 
page3l84. 

Tor  notification  prescribing  form  and  dimension  of  the  seal  to  be  used  by  the  City  Sessions 
Court,  see  notification  No.  1297  J..  dated  21,2,57,  published  in  the  Calcutta  Gazette, 
Exirdonlinan-  or  1957,  Pan  1,  page  804. 

Tor 1 'rhe  Rules  o T ( he  Calcu  It  a Ci  ty  Scss  ions  Cou  rt , L 956”  made  in  exerci  sc  of  the  powers 
conferred  by  section  14,  see  Notification  No.  1710  R.Q,,  dated  the  15th  February,  1957.  of 
the  High  Court,  Appellate  Side,  published  in  the  Calcutta  Gazette,  Extraordinary,  of  the  20ih 
Fnhnmrv  IQS7  Pnn  T mwi  SR7-5Q? 
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The  City  Sessions  Conn  Act.  1953. 


[West  Den.  Act  XX  of  1953.] 


(Sections  15-17  and  The  Schedules.) 


(2)  In  particular  and  without  prejudice  to  the  generality  of  the 
Foregoing  power,  such  rules  may  provide  for  all  or  any  of  the  following 
mailers,  namely, — 

(a)  the  practice  and  procedure  of  the  City  Sessions  Court,  so 
far  as  such  rules  arc  not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  this  Aci  as  read  with  the  Code; 

(b)  registers,  hooks,  accounts  and  other  records  to  be  maintained 
by  the  City  Sessions  Court; 

(c)  returns,  statements  and  other  information  to  be  submitted 
by  the  City  Sessions  Court  from  time  to  time  to  the  High 
Court,  and  also  to  the  State  Government  iT required  by  the 
State  Government. 


Saving  of 
cases  and 
proceedings 
pending  in 
High  Conn. 


15-  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  affect  any  case  or  proceeding  pending 
in  the  High  Court  on  the  date  on  which  this  Act  comes  into  force,  and 
every  such  case  or  proceeding  shall  be  continued  as  if  this  Act  had  not 
been  passed. 
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16.  The  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  have  effect  notwithstanding 
anything  to  the  contrary  in  any  other  law,  including  in  particular  the 
Letters  Patent  of  the  High  Court: 


Provided  that  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  deemed  to  affect  any 
provisions  of  the  West  Bengal  Criminal  Law  Amendment  (Special  Courts) 
Act,  1949  or  the  Tribunals  of  Criminal  Jurisdiction  Act,  1952: 


West  Ben. 
Aei  XXI 
of  1949. 
West  Ben. 
Act  XIV 
of  1952. 


Provided  further  that  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  deemed  to  confer 
any  jurisdiction  on  the  City  Sessions  Court  to  try  any  offence  under  the 
Indian  Companies  Act,  1 9 1 31  or  deemed  to  affect  the  jurisdiction  of  the  viiof  1913. 
High  Court  under  the  Banking  Companies  Act,  1949.  Xj!  l9^ 


17.  ({Amendments  to  the  Code .) — Omitted  by  the  City  Sessions 
Court  (Amendment)  Act t J980  fHfcsf  Ben.  Act  XXXVIII  of  1980).] 

[THE  FIRST  SCHEDULE. — (Scheduled  Offences.)— Omitted  by 
s,  6 of  the  City  Sessions  Court  (Amendment)  Act ; 1969  {West  Ben , Act 
XXX11I  of  1969)*]' 

[THE  SECOND  SCHEDULE. — {Amendments  to  the  Code  of  Crimi- 
nal Procedure t 1898,) — Omitted  by  s.  3 of  the  City  Sessions  Court 
(Amendment)  Act.  1 980  (West  Ben.  Act  XXXV III  of  1980).] 


’The  Indian  Companies  Act,  1913  (VII  of  1913)  was  repealed  by  the  Companies  Act, 
1956  fl  of  1956). 


